
Franklin Towne Charter High School 

English Language Learners Policy 
 

FTCHS provides for the education of students whose dominant language is not English in accordance with 
22 Pa. Code § 4.26 and Pennsylvania Department of Education Basic Education Circular, July 1, 
2001:  Educating Students with Limited English Proficiency (LEP) and English Language Learners. A 
description of FTCHS’ program for English Language Learners follows below: 
 
I.     ELL Program Goals and Philosophy 
 
Franklin Towne Charter High School prepares ELL students to integrate both academically and socially into 
the mainstream school community.  This is accomplished by fostering in second language learners a sense of 
pride in the work they complete, in both English and their native language.  To reach this goal, ELL students 
need specific instruction and time to make connections between their first language and English. 
 
FTCHS works to meet the range of needs our ELL students present. These needs vary as populations of ELL 
students are diverse in number, academic background, and native language spoken. FTCHS teaches beginners 
basic English communication and literacy skills, and the English Language Department is dedicated to 
ensuring that all ELL students are guaranteed meaningful access to the entire curriculum.  Additionally, 
FTCHS works to ensure ELL students’ equitable access to extracurricular activities. 
 
ELL student success is measured in terms of their rate of English language acquisition using PA state 
benchmarks and FTCHS’ academic performance standards.  FTCHS uses a variety of educational approaches 
designed to meet the fundamental educational goals of: 
 

 Providing appropriate academic models and instructional support to assist ELL students in order 
that they may meet the same, high academic standards required of all students  

 Building confidence and motivation in ELL students to learn and use English so they will become 
proficient in speaking, reading, writing and understanding the language  

 Enhancing ELL students’ abilities and opportunities to meaningfully participate in all aspects of 
FTCHS.  
 

In achieving these overriding goals, FTCHS uses specially trained ELL staff to: 
 

 Appropriately identify, assess, and place ELL students.  

 Notify parents in a language they can understand of: ELL services available to ELL students, school 
activities, special meetings and events, student progress reports, and extracurricular activities, in order 
that they can make well-informed decisions about their children’s participation in FTCHS’ programs.  

 Provide appropriate assistance, intervention, and referrals for behavioral and other issues that 
negatively impact ELL student achievement.  

 Monitor ELL student progress and continued academic success after reclassification as non-ELL.  

 Facilitate parent and community involvement in schools.  

 Provide a process for ongoing evaluation and improvement of services to ELLs.  
 

II.     Educational Approaches: 
 
FTCHS’ plan for the provision of services to ELL students is designed to ensure the English language 
development of ELL students and to make certain a lack of English proficiency will not constitute a barrier 
to receiving the same services, access to programs, and quality of education provided by the charter school to 
all students. 
 



ELL instruction in FTCHS involves a variety of approaches which research shows to be effective in 
facilitating English language development with second language learners.  Approaches used may include a 
combination of those outlined and depend on the needs of ELL students. 
 

 Transitional bilingual (TBE): This program, also known as early-exit bilingual education, utilizes a 
student's primary language in instruction. The program maintains and develops skills in the primary 
language and culture while introducing, maintaining, and developing skills in English.  The primary 
purpose of a TBE program is to facilitate the ELL student's transition to an all-English instructional 
program while receiving academic subject instruction in the native language to the extent necessary. 
 

  Maintenance bilingual (MBE): The Maintenance Bilingual Education, also known as late exit 
bilingual education model, or developmental, allows students to become fully bilingual and bi-literate 
based on the underlying instructional principles of the program. In contrast to the TBE Model, 
whose purpose is the use of the native language to transfer into total English instruction, the 
maintenance model seeks to maintain and continue to develop the native language as well as English.  

 

 English as a Second Language (ESL):  A program of techniques, methodology, and special 
curriculum designed to teach LEP students English language skills, including listening, speaking, 
reading, writing, study skills, content vocabulary, and cultural orientation. ELL instruction is in 
English with little or no use of native language.  

 

 ELL Pullout: is used generally in High school settings. Students spend part of the day in a 
mainstream classroom, and are “Pulled out” for a portion of the day to receive instruction in English 
as a second language (ELL).  

 

 ELL Class Period: is generally used in High schools and high schools where students receive ELL 
instruction during a regular class period and also receive course credit for the class. Students may be 
grouped for instruction according to their English language proficiency level.  

 

 Content Based ELL (CBESL): an approach to language instruction that integrates the presentation 
of topics or tasks from subject matter classes (e.g., math, social studies) within the context of 
teaching the English language.   

 
Decisions as to which educational approach(es) is used, and what portion of time is allocated to each 
component, are made collectively with input from the Site Administrator, School Psychologist/ELL 
Coordinator, Special Education Coordinator, ELL teachers (if applicable), ELL consultants (if applicable), 
and mainstream teachers.  Counselors, ELL and mainstream teachers, parents, building administrators, and 
the School Counselor/ELL Coordinator may be involved in making decisions regarding the academic 
program of particular students.  
 
FTCHS’ Academic Committee reviews the ELL program design to be certain it includes a purposeful plan 
for English language development and appropriate access to the entire instructional program. 
 
FTCHS is committed to providing ongoing staff development focused on educating staff on instructional 
methodologies specific to English language development and cultural considerations specific to ELL student 
populations and their families on an as needed basis.  
 
III.     Identification of the Primary Language other than English 
 
All students registering at FTCHS are required to complete a Home Language Survey. Families registering 
students whose first language is other than English, or who speak a language other than English at home or 
with friends, or who has previously been in an ELL or bilingual program in school, or whose parents need 



the services of an interpreter for meetings are asked to notify the FTCHS through the Home Language 
Survey. 
 
Students who indicate a Primary Home Language Other than English (PHLOTE) are administered the W-
APT unless they have records of a final grade of B or better in core subjects (math, language arts, science, and 
social studies) AND scores of Basic or better in ELA and math on the PSSA or equivalent out-of-state 
assessment. FTCHS has access to a qualified ELL consultant to administer the W-APT. Students will be 
assessed within thirty days of enrollment to determine ELL eligibility.  
 
Parents of students who test eligible for ELL services have a right to refuse this service. Parents refusing ELL 
services are asked to sign a Refusal of Services form.  
 
As required by the State of Pennsylvania, FTCHS will record and update as necessary the school’s Primary 
Home Language Other Than English listing. The PHLOTE listing will include the following items: 

1. Student name 
2. Student ID number 
3. Country of origin 
4. Spoken language 
5. Document language 
6. ESOL status (i.e., yes, no, exited) 

 
IV.     Assessment of LEP Students: 
 
Evaluation of ELL students’ English language proficiency is set at reasonable intervals in order to track 
student progress, maintain proper instructional placement, and comply with the No Child Left Behind Act 
(NCLB), which requires annual testing of ELL students and notification to be sent to the parent of any 
student found eligible to receive ELL services.  
 
ELL students are administered the IPT Oral, Reading, and Writing tests appropriate to their grade level each 
year. One or more of the following IDEA, IPT II, III English language proficiency tests is given to the 
prospective ELL student: 
 

 Ballard & Tighe ORAL IPTII  

 Ballard & Tighe Reading IPT1  

 Ballard & Tighe Writing IPT2  
 

The FTCHS School Psychologist/ELL Coordinator is responsible for ensuring staff is appropriately trained 
to administer the IDEA IPT assessments. Examiner’s manuals and other training materials from Ballard and 
Tighe, publishers of the IPT test battery, are studied by applicable staff prior to administering the IPTs. 
Newly trained staff first observe a trained test administrator and is observed administering the test before 
being allowed to test students for the purpose of assessing English language proficiency. The School 
Psychologist/ELL Coordinator maintains records of trained staff. 
 
For students found eligible to receive ELL services, test results are recorded on an ELL Student Record form 
(SRF) and included with the actual test protocols in an active ELL student file maintained by the School 
Psychologist/ELL Coordinator at the school. The School Psychologist/ELL Coordinator and ELL teacher 
are responsible for ensuring that mainstream teachers who work with a particular ELL student are aware of 
the results of the IPT assessments.   
 
Dissemination of this information is accomplished by providing those teachers copies of proficiency test level 
summary sheets and individual student results. The summary sheets include indicators of the language 
competencies students can be expected to possess when they score at a given level of the IPT tests.  Test 



results for students qualifying for placement directly in the mainstream are forwarded to the school secretary 
for inclusion with the student’s cumulative file.  
 
Finally, FTCHS will also administer the state-mandated Assessing Communication and Comprehension in 
English State to State for English Language Learners assessment (ACCESS for ELLs) annually. 
 
V.   Description of Frequency and Intensity of Services 
 
Description of Frequency and Intensity of Services by Grade and/or Proficiency Level ELs are placed in the 
appropriate program of language development based on data received from initial screeners listed above. 
LIEP services focus on English language development and include support through collaboration with 
teachers and instructional design strategists to support access to FTCHS core curriculum. 
 
The following is the FTCHS recommendation for LIEP services based on grade and proficiency levels. In 
some instances -- based on the unique needs of individual students -- the amount of services may be adjusted 
to more appropriately serve their specific needs. 

 Grades 6– 8: Proficiency Levels 2 – 3: Recommended minimum of 30 minutes per day, 5 days per 
week 

 Grades 6– 8: Proficiency Levels 4 – 5 Advanced: Recommended minimum 30 minutes per day, 3 – 5 
days per week, based on individual needs 
 

FTCHS will provide a comprehensive 6-8 instructional program to help ELL students acquire proficiency in 
the English language, become integrated into the total educational program, and adjust successfully in the 
school culture. ELL teachers and content area teachers collaborate continuously through co-planning (co-
taught sheltered classes), email correspondence, and grade-level meetings.  
 
EL students are entitled to instruction in the school district’s core curriculum (e.g., reading/language arts, 
math, science, and social studies). This includes equal access to the school’s facilities, such as computer, 
science, and other labs or facilities, to ensure that EL students are able to participate meaningfully in the 
educational programs. Meaningful access to the core curriculum is a key component in ensuring that EL 
students acquire the tools to succeed in general education classrooms within a reasonable length of time. 
 
 VI.     Staffing and Professional Development: 
 
Staff hired as ELL teachers meet all FTCHS requirements for hire. FTCHS ensures that teachers hold an 
Instructional I or II certificate and have appropriate training to teach ESL classes. Collaboration between the 
classroom teacher and the ESL teacher is a key component of the program. Content area teachers are also 
provided with professional education in modifying instruction for English Language Learners.  
 
The Board of Directors shall provide budgetary resources for assessment, instruction, training, supervision, 
and materials for the ESL program. FTCHS incorporates ESL training into its professional development. The 
topics include but are not limited to: cultural information, second language acquisition, adapting/modifying 
classroom instruction, and appropriate assessment practices.  
 
VII.     Exiting: 
 
In order to meet the required State exit criteria for Pennsylvania’s English language instructional programs for 
ELLs, FTCHS shall use both of the required exit criteria listed below.  In addition, FTCHS will ensure that 
students meet one of the 2 additional exit criteria provided below to exit from an English language 
instructional program: 
 
Required Exit Criteria: 



 
1. Score of 5.0 on an ACCESS for ELLs Kindergarten assessment (accountability score) or score of 5.0 

on a Tier C ACCESS for ELLs assessment.  
 

Cutoff score flexibility is available in the following Special Circumstances:  
• Following the grade and score criteria in the table below, the W-APT may be administered 

between June and September to students who scored below the minimum cutoff for 
program exit on the January administration of the ACCESS in order to demonstrate 
sufficient progress to justify exit.  

 
NOTE: The W-APT may only be administered to a student once in any school year.  

 
Grade Level ACCESS Score Required W-APT Scores*  

K Cut-off score flexibility is not allowable for Kindergarteners  
1-5 4.6-4.9 5.0 in each domain  
6-8 4.7-4.9 5.0 in each domain  
9-12 4.8-4.9 5.0 in each domain  
 

NOTE: A student must score 5.0 in each domain (listening, speaking, reading and writing). 
A composite proficiency score will not be used. 

• A score of PROFICIENT on the English Language Arts PSSA or Literature Keystone 

assessments can be used along with the other required criteria outlined in this policy 

(Required Exit Criteria #2 and Additional Exit Criteria #1 or #2) to justify exit for students 

who achieve a composite proficiency score of 4.5 to 4.9 on the January administration of the 

ACCESS. In this case, W-APT scores are not necessary to demonstrate progress from the 

time of ACCESS administration to the end of the school year.  

2. Score of BASIC on the annual Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) math or Algebra I 

Keystone AND English Language Arts PSSA or Literature Keystone.  

NOTE: PSSA Cutoff score flexibility is available in the following Special Circumstances:  
 

• For students that were administered a PSSA math and/or PSSA English Language Arts 
assessment in school year 2014-15 and did not score BASIC or higher, each of the remaining 
exit criteria must be met to exit (Required Exit Criteria #1, Additional Exit Criteria #1, 
Additional Exit criteria #2).  

 
• For students that are in a grade that is not assessed with a PSSA or Keystone assessment, each 

of the remaining exit criteria must be met to exit (Required Exit Criteria #1, Additional Exit 
Criteria #1, Additional Exit criteria #2).  

 
• For students that were opted out of participation in a PSSA or Keystone assessment due to a 

religious objection or conflict, each of the remaining exit criteria must be met to exit 
(Required Exit Criteria #1, Additional Exit Criteria #1, Additional Exit criteria #2).  

 
• For students transferring from other states, the results of academic achievement assessments 

used for accountability in other states may be considered when the academic proficiency 
level is comparable to BASIC on the PSSA/Keystone assessments. 

 
 
Additional Exit Criteria:  
 



1. Final grades of C or better in core subject areas (Mathematics, Language Arts, Science and Social 
Studies).  

 
2. Scores on district-wide or local assessments that are comparable to the BASIC performance level on 

the math PSSA or Algebra I Keystone AND English Language Arts PSSA or Literature Keystone 
assessments.  

 
An ELL student may exit the program at any time during the course year once the above criteria are 
met.  Documentation of all exiting decisions and assessment results will be filed in the student’s cumulative 
folder. 
 
VIII.     Post-Exit Monitoring: 
 
Monitoring is required for two years after a student exits an ESL program and appropriate records of student 
progress will be maintained. 20 U.S.C. § 6841 (a)(4) 
 
Monitoring may include any or all of the following: 

 Periodic review of grades 

 Local assessments 

 Required state assessments 

 Teacher observations 
 
Teachers may offer support to monitored students as they would for any student seeking additional assistance 
with classroom work, instruction, or assessment. 
 
Monitoring is NOT an extension of the language instruction program. 

 


